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“ Aggiornamento…!”  
 
Yes indeed, we consider it necessary to “update” the Grand Conseil, which has functioned 
according to the same principles for the past sixty years. 
 
Lifestyles have evolved and consequently we must adapt our association to the progress and 
development of the modern world. 
 
Innovation is what I hope to achieve by asking you all to send me, if you so wish (in writing, 
via email*  if possible), the results of your constructive thoughts on this subject.   
 
Next year in February, I will convene a meeting with the extended Conseil Privé and in June, 
during the trip to Bordeaux made by the thirteen Territorial Grands Maîtres, we will prepare a 
summary of all you comments so that we can, in mutual agreement, implement new measures 
for the future.   
 
As 2009 draws to an end, I wish you all a wonderful Christmas spent with your loved ones, in 
an atmosphere of Joy, Peace and Hope.  
 
Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy New Year 2010 to you, your families and your 
companies, and may 
 
Bordeaux always remain Bordeaux throughout the world! 
 
 
Michel-Pierre Massonie 
President of the Grand Conseil 

 
 
*gcvbx@wanadoo.fr 
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The Grand Conseil established a Commanderie de 
Bordeaux in Dakar many years ago.  The Founding Maître 
was Dr Jean-Claude Bernou, a remarkable man, who for 
many years succeeded in preserving a friendly atmosphere 
within this group whilst promoting Bordeaux’s fine wines 
in this huge capital city with its large French community. 
 
At present, several genial members of this Commanderie, 
with support from the Grand Conseil du Vin de Bordeaux, 
still pursue the development of excellent relations and 
continue as much as possible to promote our wines in this 
region.   

      General Paulus –Mrs Bernou & Dr J.C Bernou 

 
 
The young Territorial Grand Maître of Africa, 
Honorary French Consul in Kaolack and former 
eminent member of the Commanderie de Bordeaux in 
Dakar, Paul-Henri Desneuf, has decided, at the 
request of the Management Committee of the Grand 
Conseil in Bordeaux, to inaugurate a second 
Commanderie de Bordeaux in Senegal, in Kaolack-
Saly.   
 
 
 

Thanks to his many friends at the Commanderie in Dakar who gave their backing to the project 
of this inauguration, an Extraordinary Chapter of the Grand Conseil chaired by the Grand 
Maître, President of the Grand Conseil, Michel-Pierre Massonie, was held in Saly at the Lamantin 
Beach Hotel on Saturday 14th November 2009, with the presence of a large number of 
personalities from Dakar and all over Senegal. 
 

- Mr Jean-Marc Grosgurin, Consul General of France in Dakar,  
- General Olivier Paulus, Commander of the French Forces in Cap Vert 
- Dr Hassan Bahsoun and His Excellency François Chappelet, formerly the French 

Ambassador, the elected representatives of French expatriates in Senegal   
- Mr Yves Marlière, Consul General of the Republic of Hungary 
- Mr Christian Langlois, Honorary Consul of France in Saly 
- Mr Claude Chérubin, Captain-Lieutenant of the Escadron du Sénégal des Mousquetaires 

d’Armagnac 
- Dr Bernou, Honorary Maître of the Commanderie de Bordeaux in Dakar and Emeritus 

Commandeur de Bordeaux. 
 
During this chapter, 25 people were inducted by the Grand Maître as Commandeurs de Bordeaux 
in Kaolack-Saly. 
 

French Consul General 
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At the close of this inaugural chapter, a magnificent dinner was served and accompanied by a 
selection of Bordeaux wines which all the guests, approximately 130 in total, were able to savour 
and enjoy. 

 
An orchestra set the mood and 
accompanied guests as they 
danced during this absolutely 
marvellous Black Tie and evening 
dress event that continued until 
the early hours.   
 
With the assistance of the 
Territorial Grand Maître of 
Africa, the Grand Conseil du Vin 
de Bordeaux now plans in the 
future to inaugurate a new 
Commanderie de Bordeaux in 
South Africa, where many 
Bordeaux wine professionals own 
estates.  

                        The news commandeurs with the Grand Maître 
     MPM 

*  *  *  *  * *  *  *  *  * 
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Japan has often been visited by members of the Grand Conseil. 
 
We can go back to 30th October 1985, when, for the very first time 52 Bordeaux professionals, 
members of various wine brotherhoods, travelled to this magnificent country as a large delegation 
headed by our Founding Grand Maître, Henri Martin.   
 
A wine tasting and gala dinner were organised in honour of this occasion at the Nikko Hotel in 
Osaka. 
 
This memorable visit enabled many new contacts to be established with various Japanese 
personalities, in particular with Mr Kiyoshi Hara, who kindly accepted to inaugurate the 

Commanderie de Bordeaux in Osaka, on 16th 
May 1989.  
 
This year in 2009, we celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of the Commanderie de 
Bordeaux in Osaka at the Ritz Carlton Hotel. 
  
During this Main Chapter, 15 new members 
were inducted, including the Consul General 
of France in Osaka and Kobe, Mr Janvier 
Kamiyama, representing His Excellency Mr 
Philippe Faure, French Ambassador in 
Japan, and Mr Richard Collasse, Managing 
Director of Chanel in Japan.   
 
 
 News Commandeurs of Osaka 
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After the Chapter, 150 guests were invited to a superb 
dinner party, where wines from the 1989 vintage, year 
of the Osaka Commanderie’s inauguration, were 
served: Château Lagrange, Great Classified Growth, 
Saint-Julien and Château l’Evangile, Pomerol. 

 
During this excellent evening reception, the company 
Ueno presented a short concert performed by the 
Kansai Nikikai Opera singers.  The programme was as 
follows:  
 

- “ Le Cantique” by Jean Racine – Gabriel Fauré 
- Excerpts from Carmen (Abanera) – Georges Bizet 
- “Romeo & Juliet” (“I want to live”)  - Gounod 
- Excerpt from the “Magic Flute”  - Mozart  
- “A sullen and secretive tear” - Donizetti 
- Excerpt from “ La Traviatta” - Verdi 

 
The pianist was Yoshiko Imaoka. 
 
Dr Matsuzawa, Maître of the Osaka Commanderie, ended his 
speech by saying: 
 “As a Doctor, I would like to remind you that red wine contains a 
substance which prevents the proliferation of the flu virus!” 
 
Bordeaux, Toujours Bordeaux! 
 

MPM 
*  *  *  *  *  *  *   
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As an introduction, I would like to present my official congratulations our Territorial Grand 
Maître for Japan, Mr Yoshiomi Murase.  Enterprising and dynamic, he contributes every possible 
effort to helping us coordinate and establish new Bordeaux Commanderies in this “marvellous 
land of the Rising Sun.” 

 
An opportunity has occurred in Saporo, a huge city 
with more than 8 million inhabitants situated on the 
island of Hokkaido; it has an extensive 
administrative, commercial and industrial network.  
We will talk about this possibility in due course. 
 
We are also lucky enough to have as Maître of the 
Tokyo Commanderie, Mrs Arisaka Fumiko, a 
journalist who is internationally well-known in the 
wine world. 
 

Thanks to the efforts of these two leading figures, the Commanderie de Bordeaux in Tokyo has 
once again resumed its activities, following its prestigious era in the past during which the Maître 
was His Excellency Hiroshi Uchida, former Japanese Ambassador in France, contemporary of the 
Prime Minister at that time and Mayor of Bordeaux, Mr Jacques Chaban-Delmas, with whom he 
inaugurated the first Commanderie de Bordeaux in Japan.   

Dr Matsuzawa, Maître of Osaka 
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We are delighted by the revival of the Tokyo Commanderie.  Last year in 2008, we inducted 40 
new Commandeurs and the same number again in 2009. 
 

All these new members are young, 
extremely active and have important 
positions in Tokyo’s city life and 
throughout Japan, in the sectors of 
culture, industry and business. 
 
The Extraordinary Chapter and Dinner 
reception which followed were held on 
Wednesday 25th November 2009 at the 
splendid Four Seasons Hotel in Tokyo, 
ideally located in an historic and peaceful 
Japanese garden covering 7 hectares in 
total.  The “Four Seasons” presents an 
innovative combination of elegant 
European decor and Japanese art.   

                       Inductions Chapter  in Tokyo 

 
In this autumnal period of the year, we were able to relish in the abundance of seasonal colours, so 
soothing for our sentiments and reassuring to us as Europeans! 
 
Bordeaux, Toujours Bordeaux! 
 
 
MPM 
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 - Sunday 17 th  January 2010  :   
 
   Fête de la Saint-Vincent de la Commanderie du Bo ntemps Médoc & Graves – Sauternes & Barsac 
   «  Salle des Halles de Gascogne » at Léognan . 
 
 
 

- sunday 24 th  January 2010 :  
 
  Saint-Vincent’s Chapter of the « Ordre des Vigneron s des Bordeaux-Bordeaux Supérieurs » 
  At Targon. 
   
  - Welcome  & Mass at Targon -Chapter & Lunch at Arbis  
 
 
 
 


